Reactions in borderline leprosy.
This is a retrospective study of 276 patients consisting of 157 active and 119 reactive patients of borderline leprosy. They were followed up for 10 years after sulphone monotherapy. The presenting symptoms were carefully examined from the records and systematically presented. Frequency of reactions was least in BT cases and most in BL cases. Risk factors of reaction appear to be the type of leprosy, multiplicity of lesions, high BI and, possibly, psychological stress. Biopsy of skin lesions was performed in all cases initially, and at the subsidence of the disease. Histological findings closely correlated with clinical classification. While all the cases showed clinical subsidence, histological subsidence was found in 200 (73%) cases, and the condition was static in 36 cases (13%). Immunological upgrading was seen in 110%, while 4% showed downgrading. Bacteriological status and lepromin reaction of active and reactive cases were compared. All these factors need to be taken into consideration for instituting prompt and proper treatment.